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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – April 6, 2020 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. via a 
Zoom conference call due to the COVID-19 health emergency. Committee members present via zoom call: Chair 
Smith, Roberta Visser and Jane Johnson. 
 
ABSENT 
Linda Hunt and Robert Goodrich 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
The public were invited to join meeting via zoom ID 570 921 1199 or by calling in with phone: 929-205-6099 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Jeremey Turner and Jim Ferrante with Meadowsend Consulting Co. were present. 
 
MINUTES 
The members considered the minutes from the meeting of March 2, 2020.  
 

There was a motion by Johnson to approve the minutes of meeting of March 2, 2020. There was a second 
to the motion by Visser and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Barry Conservation Camp - amended payment  
Smith said Finance wishes the members to amend the payment amount to reflect $510 to be paid.  
 

Motion was made by Johnson to amend previous motion passed for $500 for Barry Conservation Camp 
Scholarship to the amount of $510. The motion was seconded by Visser and all were in favor by roll call. 
Motion passed. 

        
Roadside Cleanup 
Smith said the Board of Selectmen has recommended delaying this activity which usually occurs toward the end of 
April to a later date when the COVID-19 crisis is over. Smith explained that he has to be at Town Hall to great 
workers and give out bags and this would not be a good idea given the need for social distancing. The members 
agreed by consensus.  
        
Mt. Cresson Pre-harvest walk 
Turner and Ferrante were present to discuss a possible date for the walk. Turner suggested that the date for the 
walk around could be delayed. Several possible dates were discussed and the group decided on May 7, 2020 for 
the walk. Smith suggested all parties meet outside Town Hall at 3 pm on that date. It was assumed the walk would 
take about an hour. Smith said he would provide a public notice so that those members of the public who are 
interested can participate.Turner said that logging would begin about one month after bidding and selection of 
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logger. Early June would be bidding timeframe, and logging would begin sometime in July. Ferrante said July is a 
good time for harvesting since the forest would be dried out by then. 
         
Cost sharing Swanzey lake host program 
Smith explained that the Conservation Commission has helped in the past to support this effort to control invasive 
species from getting into the lake. He said the Town is asking the Conservation Commission to share the expense 
and the Conservation Commission is asked to contribute $1,500 toward the cost of inspections of boats entering 
the lake. 
 

Johnson moved to contribute $1,500 for the Swanzey Lake Hos program and there was a second by 
Visser. Discussion continued with Johnson saying that the members need to keep an eye on activity on 
the lake. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Aquifer protection 
Smith said he has reviewed many documents collected in the past in support of an Aquifer Protection Ordinance. 
But he wished to table any further review for now. The members agreed by consensus. 
 
Conservation Grant Programs 2020 
This was information to be passed along to the members by Smith, which was tabled. 
 
Irving Gas Station Application 
Johnson said the Planning Board should be discussing this soon. She noted the application had not been complete 
when first reviewed by the Planning Board; in particular the drainage plan was incomplete. She asked the 
members of the Conservation Commission to support her at the Planning Board meeting when it comes up for a 
public hearing. A discussion was held about possibly holding a special meeting of the Conservation Commission to 
discuss this topic. Smith said he would send out some possible dates and times for a special meeting at which the 
only topic would be this application. 
 
Public Input 
There was not any at this point. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith was unable to pass out reports. This item tabled for now. 
        
Master Plan Focus Group Meetings Postponed  
Smith reminded the members that the Master Plan focus groups have been postponed for now. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Visser and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


